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above all our Crown colonies, will be led before long to act
on the same principles as those which have been so success-
fully carried out in the mother country.

THE VACCINATION QUESTION.

THE premature publication of unrevised proofs of certain
portions of the Report of the Royal Commission on Vaccina-
tion is already causing trouble to guardians and to magi-
strates. At Edmonton where it had been decided to enforce
the law there is again hesitation, owing to the knowledge
that there is certain to be a recommendation which will aim
at affording relief to the so-called 11 conscientious " objectors
to vaccination. So, also, at Ipswich the magistrates have
adjourned a batch of cases for six months. For the guidance
of guardians and magistrates we would recall the fact that
no report of the Royal Commission has yet been issued, and
that it is quite impossible for any Government department to
take cognisance of any surreptitious report, however correct
or incorrect it may turn out to be. Besides which, if the
portions of the Report quoted are correct, compliance with
the recommendations and suggestions of the Commission
would involve the repeal of nearly the whole of our present
vaccination law and the preparation of a new law to be
submitted to Parliament. Many months must be involved
even in the preparatory work which, as regards lymph-supply
alone, will probably involve an entirely new organisation ;
and even then an Act to give effect to the new scheme will
have to be passed into law. The earliest time for any altered
action must therefore be after the termination of the Parlia-

mentary session of 1897, and until then the law remains
absolutely unchanged. We refer to this because some

persons are imagining that a mere report of a Commission
creates a change in the law.

THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION: THE NEW SECTION
OF PHYSIOLOGY.

AMONG the features of the annual meeting of the British
Association, to open in Liverpool next Wednesday, which will
be of special interest to a medical audience will be the

meetings of the recently constituted " Section of Physio-
logy." The President of the section, Dr. Gaskell, F.R.S.,
of Professor Foster’s Laboratory at Cambridge, will address
a combined sitting of the Sections of Physiology and

Zoology, taking as his subject his theory of the "Ancestry
of Vertebrates." Dr. Gaskell maintains a thesis of

the lineal descent of vertebrata from the arthro-

poda. At present his view possesses few adherents

among morphological specialists. It is expected that

much interest will be exhibited in his address. Besides
the above, numerous other communications of more

purely physiological interest will be forthcoming at the

section; among these may be mentioned those of Professor
McKendrick, F.R.S. (Glasgow), on Further Researches with
the Phonograph; Professor Bohr (Copenhagen) on Respira-
tion in Birds ; Professor Wesbrook (Toronto) and Professor
Lorrain Smith (Belfast) on Experiments on Fever ; Dr. Pavy,
F.R.S. (London), on the Constitution of Proteids; Dr.

Dupuy (Paris) on Cerebral Localisation ; Professor MacAllum
(Toronto) on Organic Compounds of Iron in the Tissues;
Professor Haycraft (Cardiff) on Photometry; and Professor
Thompson (Belfast) on Peptones. Communications have also
been arranged for from Professor Waymouth Reid (Dundee),
Professor Minot (Baltimore), Professor Sanderson, F.R S.

(Oxford), Dr. Monckton Copeman (London), Professor

Charles Richet (Paris), Dr. Gustav Mann (Oxford), Professor
Boyce (Liverpool), Professor Hendman, F.R.S. (Liverpool),
Dr. Grunbaum (London), Dr. Noel Paton (Edinburgh), Pro-
fessor Sherrington, F.R.S. (Liverpool), Professor Augustus
Waller, F.R.S. (London), Dr. Stevenson (Liverpool), Pro-
fessor Rose Bradford, F.R.S. (London), and others. The

meetings of the section will be held at the University
College, Hrowniow Hill.

THE INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS, 1897
MOSCOW.

WE have received the following letter from a valued Irish
correspondent:-" In your issue of Aug. 29th is published a
list of names of medical men who were elected at a recent

meeting of the International Medical Congress held in
Moscow as members of the National Committee for Ireland.
The constitution of this committee has given great dissatis-
faction in Ireland. In this list of representative (?) medical
men there is not a single Dublin obstetrician; and while
ophthalmology is represented, that department in which the
capital of Ireland has always been specially pre-eminent,
and at no period more so than at present - mean
obstetrics-is totally effaced. Further, to call a committee
in which out of a total of fourteen names nine are con.

nected with Dublin a National Committee for Ireland is

peculiarly Hibernian." It seems to us that our correspondent’s
complaint is much to the point, and we hope that if not too
late it will be brought to the notice of those in authority. The
selection of committees for these international functions is
not a grateful task. A certain amount of friction and heart.

burning is often caused, and when this is purely the result
of misplaced estimation of individual importance it meets
with no sympathy from us. But in this case the committee
would really seem capable of addition to the advantage of
the medical status of the country whom it is to represent.
The names selected are among the most important in the
country but it cannot be denied that when Dublin claims so
large a proportion of them it is curious that no Dublin

obstetrician is included in the list.

WE are frequently requested by practitioners, sometimes
by young men commencing their careers, at others by men of
experience whose health will not allow them to resist the

rigours of our climate, to recommend some quarter of the
globe where an opportunity is offered of making a livelihood.
We continue this week the information gathered from our
special correspondents in different parts of the world con.
cerning the position of the British practitioner abroad.
Our information is not exhaustive and does not cover the
whole globe, but the places concerning which the medical
man generally desires information, and in which he may
hope to find a clientele of his own nationality, will all
be dealt with.

THE forty-first annual exhibition of the Royal Photo-
graphic Society is now in course of preparation and will
open to the public on Monday, Sept. 28th. On the Saturday
previous there will be a private view, followed in the evening
by a conversazione, at which the President, Captain W. deW.
Abney, C B., D.C.L., F.R.S., and Council, will receive the
fellows, members, and tteir friends. Exhibits have to be
delivered at the society’s offices at 12, Hanover-square, W.,
not later than 9 P.M., on the 10th inst. The exhibition will
be open daily from 10 to 5, and on Monday, Wednesday,
and Saturday evenings (when lantern slides will be shown)
from 7 to 10, and will close on Nov. 12th.

IT will be seen by a letter from Dr. James Holmes,
hon. sec. to the Manchester Medico-Ethical Association,
which we publish in another column, that seven gentlemen
have intimated their intention of addressing the profession
of the Manchester District on Thursday next, in the
character of candidates for the post of Direct Representative
on the General Medical Council.


